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Norman K. B. Robson: Yojiro Kimura’s Contribution to the Study of Japanese 
Hypericum 

n. k. b. n7"v > : h^'U 


I first encountered Kimura’s Nova Flora 
Japonica - Hypericaceae soon after its pub¬ 
lication in 1951, when I was lecturing at 
Edinburgh University and studying for a Ph. 
D. (1952-1956). My interest in Hypericum 
had been stimulated earlier by an under¬ 
graduate research project at Aberdeen 
University, and I had been continuing and 
expanding this study in Edinburgh. Realising 
the importance of this publication for my 
work, I attempted to obtain a translation of at 
least parts of it, at first without success. 
Eventually, however, I was introduced to a 
cadet in the Japanese Consular Service in 
Edinburgh, and together we managed to 
make a workable translation of the key to 
Japanese Hypericum. This enabled me to 
place in context his previous papers in 
English on this subject in the Botanical 
Magazine {Tokyo) and the Journal of 
Japanese Botany (1937-1939). 

Although now fully aware of the impor¬ 
tance - and difficulties - of the Japanese spe¬ 
cies, I did no further detailed work on them 
until it became necessary in 1992 to study 
them for my monographic study of 
Hypericum (particularly the taxonomy and 


relationships of section Hypericum) and for 
the Flora of Japan and Flora of China. It 
was already clear that Kimura took a differ¬ 
ent view of the genus from me, having re¬ 
stricted it to herbaceous species with stamens 
in fascicles and (except H. ascyron) dark 
hypericin-containing glands, and treated 
other sections in my classification as genera 
{Takasagoya Y. Kimura, Norysca Spach and 
Sarothra L. for the Japanese and Taiwan 
species). We do agree, however, that Triade- 
num Rafin. is distinct. We also agree that the 
‘sect. Hypericum’ Japanese species consist 
of two distinct groups, which he named as 
series Elineata (stems terete) and series 
Bilineata (stems 2-lined), although Kimura 
included in the latter Taiwan species (‘grex 
H. nagasawaV) that I have referred to Sect. 
Humifusoideum. I have included Japanese 
series Bilineata (‘grex H. attenuatV) in the 
mainly western Eurasian sect. Hypericum 
subsect. Hypericum as series Senanensia and 
series Elineata in the almost wholly Japanese 
sect. Hypericum subsect. Erecta. 

Within ‘series Elineata’ Kimura recog¬ 
nised five greges containing 20 species in all, 
whereas my subsect. Erecta contains 21 
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species of which 2 are new. The remainder 
coincide with those of Kimura only in part, 
as I have raised some of his infraspecific 
taxa to specific rank and reduced others to 
synonymy. What he apparently failed to 
realise is that these species fall into two dis¬ 
tinct (though difficult to define) groups, one 
basically northern with only H. erectum hav¬ 
ing a distribution south of northern Honshu, 
the other basically southern with only H. 
pseudopetiolatum extending in range into 
southern Hokkaido. Working on this hypo¬ 
thesis made the inter-relationships of the 


species more easily understood. 

In short, I am very grateful indeed to 
Professor Kimura for doing the ground work 
in the taxonomy of Japanese Hypericum. 
Without his contribution I might not have 
been able to perceive the existence of the 
two above-mentioned groups in subsect. 
Erecta, which proved to be the key to the un¬ 
derstanding of the inter-relationships of the 
majority of the herbaceous species. 

(Department of Botany, 
The Natural History Museum, 
Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD, U. K.) 


Hiroo Kanai: In Memory of Dr. Yojiro Kimura 
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